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by: Steve Chapman, President 

Some of you may be experiencing a Déjà 
vu moment as you read this.  I know 
I am experiencing that as I am typing 
this out!  I am honored to be serving as 
President of the Peachtree Section once 
more; the last stint was back in 2004 – 
time flies when we’re having fun!  I’m a 
bit older and now with a wonderful family 
(two boys in 6th and 8th grades) and 
my extremely supportive wife, Stacey.  I 
couldn’t do this without their support – so 
to my family thank you for allowing me 
to chase Mercedes-Benz ecstasy once 
again.

I would also like to thank all the 
volunteers who dedicate hours of their 
time to enhance the MBCA experience 

for the benefit of us all.  In particular, I would like to thank Joe Martin for 
his service as President this past year.  I’m amazed at the focus of the 
officers and directors of Peachtree Section who continue to innovate 
during this pandemic and still find exciting ways for us to connect about all 
things Mercedes-Benz.  I am especially proud of our section’s prospects 
to grow, reach out to new enthusiasts and engage with them through a 
wide variety of events and social media platforms.  

Please make sure to visit the following – follow, like and subscribe! 

MBCA Peachtree Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/mbcapeachtree/

View Through the Star

http://www.mbcapeachtree.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Mercedes-Benz-Club-of-America-Peachtree-Section-202204646462075/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mbcapeachtree/
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Welcome New
 Peatchtree Section Members

  Rubin Howard : Membership Director
Fellow Peachtree members, please give a warm welcome to the 26 newest members to the Peachtree Section. 

To our new members, I recognize many of your names from recent events. I hope to see you at one of our future events soon. 
Your membership grants you access to a network of likeminded enthusiasts who all share a common passion in all things 
Mercedes-Benz. 

Join our Facebook group and follow us on Instagram @MBCAPeachtree

Visit our website www.mbcapeachtree.com,  Follow us on YouTube MBCA Peach Tube

Welcome to the Club!

Attending club events is the best way to make new friends that share your passion for Mercedes-Benz vehicles.   

As a member, you will receive our section newsletter “Stars in Georgia”.  Please take some time to visit our webpage www.
mbcapeachtree.org where you will find copies of recent newsletters, a complete calendar of scheduled events, contact 
information for our section officers, and much more.

Tom Gwaltney  - Alpharetta, GA
Charles Hitt  - Acworth, GA
James Molway  - Lula, GA
Kate Singleton  - Marietta, GA
Daniel Thome  - Gainesville, GA
Kelly Williams  - Peachtree City, GA
Linda Welborn  - Anderson, SC
William Dracos  - Atlanta, GA
Nelson Loh  - Atlanta, GA
Geoffrey Meeker - Atlanta, GA
Beverly Bell  - Augusta, GA
Stuart Jackson  - Atlanta, GA
Emir Talundzic  - Stone Mtn, GA

Don & Linda Leblanc - Aiken, SC
Anneice Butler  - Lincolnton, GA
Ryan Albertson  - Gainesville, GA
Denise Thompson - Marietta , GA
Robert Sutter  - Clarkesville, GA
Rick Alexander  - Atlanta, GA
Rodney Tucker  - Dallas, GA
John Kent  - Salem, SC
Reinaldo Aponte  - Villa Rica, GA
Brian Kalmer  - Warner Robins, GA
Stuart Christian  - Buford, GA
Brett Horsley  - Atlanta, GA
Kyle Fine  - Travelers Rest, SC

VTC Event 
Recovering a Barn Find  21
R107/R129 Gathering  22
Joint Rally 
With Carolina Section  22
PCA Autocrosses   22

2020 Peachtree Concours 
d’Elegance     24

Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/mbcapeachtree

MBCA PeachTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3V_FvbPxLgHQhDqb0h7cYw/videos

(Check out videos from autocross, concours and tech sessions)

The coming year will be filled with events from mountain drives, tech 
sessions, rallies, Concours d’Elegance / car shows, picnics, autocross, 
weekend trips, virtual meetings and more.  We would still like to hear your 
feedback on what you are enjoying as well as anything you think might be 
lacking.  Your ideas fuel the roadmap of events!  We will continue to follow 
social distancing guidelines in the preparation and execution of Peachtree 
Section events.

Lastly, I would like to thank our sponsors for their tremendous support.  We 
greatly value the partnership!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/mbcapeachtree
https://www.instagram.com/mbcapeachtree
http://www.mbcapeachtree.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3V_FvbPxLgHQhDqb0h7cYw/videos%20
http://www.mbcapeachtree.org
http://www.mbcapeachtree.org
https://www.instagram.com/mbcapeachtree
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3V_FvbPxLgHQhDqb0h7cYw/videos 
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The Peachtree Section is a two-time National Section of 
the year winner. We are known for our member diversity, 
variety of events, and our commitment to continuously 
improve your club and member experience. We host a 
variety of events which cater to all aspects of Mercedes-
Benz ownership. 

• Learn about your car with in-person and online 
technical sessions 
• Join us for monthly drives 
• Compete in a TSD rally 
• Carve the cones at an autocross
• Learn how to control your vehicle at its limits with 
drivers education programs 
• Show or spectate at our Concours d’Elegance 
• Attend one of our vehicle specific gatherings 
• Make new friends at our social luncheons 
• Stay up to date with our section newsletter 
• Visit Interesting venues
• Enjoy our weekend getaways to interesting locations
• Your MBCA membership entitles you to the following 
exclusive benefits. 
• The Star® Magazine - An award-winning publication 
• Nationwide technical expertise
• 15% Discount on Parts from the Mercedes-Benz 
Classic Center 
• Up to 20% off Parts, Service, and Accessories 
from participating dealers 
• New car incentives up to $6500 
• Club Raffle / Organized trips to Germany 
• Classified car & parts ads 

By: Rubin Howard, Social Media Director
I am pleased to report the following statistics for three social media platforms. On Facebook, MBCA Peachtree 
now has 221 members, up 31 members since July’s report. On Instagram, we have 244 followers, up 36 
followers. Youtube has 105 subscribers, up 16 followers. 

Facebook: 206 out of 221 members of our Facebook group have been active on the page since the last report. I 
am happy to report a more organic connection amongst members in the group. 

The most popular topics are as follow: 

1. Technical articles 

Gary’s R129 top cylinder technical write up has been very popular, as was Edina’s discussion regarding 
diagnostics tools. As well, Rusty’s memo to check tire date codes. 

2. Member features 

Nelson’s post introducing himself and his family cars was popular, as was Eric’s post about his 500E. 

3. Event updates/posts 

Anything posted as an event follow up sparked interest. 

Youtube: Scott, Diana, and I are working hard on creating content for our Youtube channel. I am gathering 
footage from each event I attend, and plan to create a promotional video for our club’s page. In the last 28 days, 
our videos provided viewers with 58.5 watch hours of content. Our video with most views is the R107 video, 
indicating we should work to provide more technical content. 

MBCA Peachtree Social Media Report 

CRUISING, NOT STREAMING

Vehicle make and model names and logos are property of their respective owners and their inclusion does not imply sponsorship of or affiliation with 
Hagerty or any of its products or services.  Hagerty Insurance Agency, LLC, (HIA) determines final risk acceptance.  Purchase of insurance through HIA 
is not required to receive optional products or services through Hagerty Drivers Club, The Shop and DriveShare. Hagerty, the Steering Wheel Logo, 
HAGERTY FOR PEOPLE WHO LOVE CARS, THE SHOP ASSEMBLED BY HAGERTY, and DRIVESHARE BY HAGERTY are registered or common law 
trademarks of The Hagerty Group, LLC ©2019.

INSURANCE. DRIVERS CLUB. CAR VALUES. ENTERTAINMENT. THE SHOP. DRIVESHARE.
Drive with us.  800-922-4050 | Local Agent | Hagerty.com

http://www.hagerty.com
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IMPORTANT, PLEASE READ
A new change in this newsletter

Please note that we have implemented a suggestion from the national business office concerning cyber security.

• We have eliminated the leadership team’s personal emails and phone numbers from the newsletter to secure and 
protect them from having their personal emails hacked and phone numbers placed on Robo call lists.  The new 
contact information for the leadership team is in this issue.

Moving on,
This is the final newsletter for 2020.  I know many of you are used to seeing a December issue but with the section 
having to tighten our budget and reduce our expenses we, unfortunately, had to reduce the frequency of our 
newsletters from six to four.  We are hoping that in 2021 we will be able to get back to our six newsletters per year 
that you all have become accustomed to.

However, the important thing to mention is that the quality and content of our newsletter continues to remain at the 
same levels that won our Section the MBCA’s National 2018 Communications Award.  

In this issue of Stars in Georgia you’ll find two interesting Mercedes-Benz related articles: The evolution of the 
Mercedes Steering wheels and the evolution of the Mercedes Star.  Both may provide you with some historical 
information that could come in handy should you ever participate in a Mercedes-Benz trivia contest.

We spend many hours compiling and laying out your newsletter.  Many of your fellow members are involved in this 
process.  Contributors writing articles, the editor reviewing, editing, and reformatting all articles into on standardized 
font and type size, and our layout artist putting it all together to make sure everything fits. 

Despite all this hard work when I review the newsletter statistics it’s disheartening to see that we average a 48% 
open rate of the email announcing the availability of the newsletter but and only 10% of the members click on the 
link to open and read the newsletter.  When I see these statistics my heart sinks considering all the hours that are 
invested in publishing your newsletter. Nevertheless, we will continue to publish the best newsletter possible and 
make it available for you to read.

Each month I download the most current membership list and update Constant Contact to ensure that all members 
receive our announcements for events.  Please make sure your information is correct and current on your MBCA 
member profile.  If you’ve moved, please update your mailing address. The national business office tells me that 
they receive hundreds of undeliverable Star® Magazines every year because members have moved and not 
updated their addresses.  

In addition, the bounce rate for our event announcements fluctuates between 20 and 30 members.  These bounces 
are classified undeliverable because of invalid email addresses, mailboxes that are full or emails that are rejected 
by a member’s ISP.  Over the years the newsletter editors have attempted to contact these members by phone, 
with little success.  Periodically the section will hold a model specific event.  For these types of events we sort the 
car models from the member profile and notify these members of the special event.  Some members get missed 
because: 

•  They haven’t entered the vehicle(s) into their profile 
•  Have acquired a new car and haven’t updated their profile with the new car.  I encourage you to keep your 

profile updated.  Most importantly if you’re not receiving our announcements please contact me so we 
can try and correct the issue.

As always, remember this is your newsletter and I’m always open for article contributions from the membership.

Doug Geganto
Past President & Newsletter Editor.

Notes from the Editor - Doug Geganto

Overall, I am happy to report a positive trend regarding interaction with our social media platforms. I am very happy with 
how the Facebook group has grown. In less than one year, we have managed to amass nearly half of our membership body 
online. 
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Submitted by:
Joe Martin, Past President

The Peachtree Section election has completed its fourth online election.  Several 
years ago, members expressed concerns about not having an opportunity to vote 
in the annual elections because they were unable to attend the annual Concours in 
September.  To address these concerns the Peachtree Section implemented online 
electronic voting in 2016 to ensure every member had an opportunity to vote in the 
annual election.  In addition to the online voting we also mail out paper ballots to all 
members who do not have an email address.

The results of this year’s election are below:
• 472 electronic ballots were sent 67 members voted. 14%
• 11 paper ballots were mailed including Self-addressed stamped return envelopes and  
 2 members voted. 18%
• 483 members received ballots and 69 voted:  14.3% of the members participated.

While we have seen the member voting numbers increase from the previous 15-20 members who voted prior to the 
implementation of electronic voting it is still disappointing to see that so few members take the time to vote.  Nevertheless, 
the Peachtree Section is committed to making sure every member has an opportunity to vote in the annual election and will 
continue to make ballots available to all members going forward.

2020 Results: The Officers and Directors you elected will be serving you starting October 1, 2020.

Officers
President -- Steve Chapman 
Vice President - Gary Edwards 
Treasurer -- Roger McKissick 
Secretary – James "Rusty" Duncan

Directors:
Rubin Howard 
Eric Gilmer 
Dean Prince

The election results were sent to members via constant contact e-mail September 10, 2020.

2020 Election Results

https://www.butlertire.com/
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October 21 Eastern Region Townhall Update

Doug Geganto, MBCA Director- Eastern Region

On October 21st I held my second Eastern Region Townhall meeting.  This was an open meeting for all members of the 
Eastern Region.  Fifty-three members signed up for the meeting, but we ended up with just over forty attending.

Also attending the meeting were National Officers, Julie Bruggner, President, Steve Ross, Vice President, and Ernie 
Fancy, Treasurer.; six section Presidents and 1 Director at Large.  Ernie Fancy provided an update on the YTD 
club financials and answered several questions sent in by members about the club’s current and future financial 
prospects.

I, in my capacity as National Membership Chair, presented 
a comprehensive overview of the clubs and region’s 
membership statistics.  We continue to lose members both 
nationwide and in the region.  Chart A (above) has the most 
current membership numbers for the region:

We need to stem the loss of members resulting in non-
renewals.  The new Auto Renew program was designed 
to help us improve our non-renewal.  Our 2020 goal for 
the Eastern Region is to have 10% (275 members) of the 
region membership in the Auto Renew program.  We are 88 
members short of that goal. Chart B shows the most current 
auto renew numbers for the region.

If you haven’t opted not the Auto Renew program, please take 
a few minutes to do so by either logging into your profile on 
the MBCA.org site and do so or by calling the NBO at 1800-637-2360 and one of the staff will assist you.
There are many advantages for signing up for Auto Renew.
 
1. Don’t miss an issue of the Star® Magazine 

2. Never worry about your membership lapsing.

3. Stay informed of local section and national events via your local section’s newsletter and the national 
Click announcements.

4. Have a chance to participate on of our annual Germany trips to visit Mercedes-Benz headquarters in 
Stuttgart. 

5. Have a chance at winning a new Mercedes-Benz by participating in our annual raffles.

6. Lastly, by having memberships Auto-Renew each year, helps the club stay financially sound and help to 
stabilize our membership losses.

7. No Member Credit Card information stored or kept at the NBO.  All data is handled and stored by our 
payment processing company.
 
I also provided information about 4 new membership incentives:

Chart A: Eastern region memebership data

Chart B: Auto renew data for the region

http://www.MBCA.org
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1.The Mirror Hang Program currently being trialed across the country.

This program places a Mirror Hang Tag in all new and CPO cars 
at the dealers participating in the trial. The hang Tag has a listing 
of club benefits and a QR code for prospective members to scan 
which takes them to the online application should they want to 
join.

2.The Auto Renew gift card drawings

We are holding $50 gift card drawings for every 1000 members 
who sign up for Auto Renew.  This incentive will run until we 
reach our 2020 national goal of 4,000 members signed up for 
Auto Renew. We had our first drawing and John Panos from the 
RoadStar section was our first winner.  Sign up for Auto Renew 
and you could win one of the gift cards.  https://www.mbca.org/
node/7391020  or call the NBO for assistance in enrolling 1800-
637-2360.

3.The Baker’s Dozen new member program

This program adds 1 additional month for every 12 months 
of membership to all new members recruited by a section.  
New members could get three additional months of 
membership.

4.The MBCA Member Rebate Program.

This is an MBUSA program introduced in the first quarter 
of 2020 and introduced to the membership in June 
2020. This is a completely funded MBUSA program that 
provides significant savings to MBCA members buying 
or leasing a new car.  A side benefit is that dealers can 
sign up prospective buyers to join the club and become 
eligible for the discounts as soon as they complete the 
membership application.  It’s important to note that this 
is not a membership program for the club, but we are the 
beneficiary of the new members.  

To date 791 new members have joined the club through this program; 54 have been in the Eastern Region.  
Included is a breakdown by section for the Region:

National President, Julie Bruggner presented an update on the 2020 strategic plan.

The original consultant decided not to go forward with helping us develop our long-term strategic plan and 
terminated his contract with us. Although he did conduct surveys with the entire leadership team and the 
membership, he decided that the challenge of working with so many different personalities on the leadership was 
something he was unwilling to take on.  

The strategic planning committee met and contacted one of the other consultants who submitted a proposal and 
based on discussions with the new company Davidson-Wallace LLC offered them the opportunity to help us move 
forward.  

Although we had hoped to have a plan in place before the end of 2020 we are now back on track and hope to have 
a final plan ready by the end of the first quarter of 2021.

This is my own personal view on what happened.  I was a consultant for the last 17 years of my career and was 
quite upset at what occurred.  My personal opinion is that when he realized the challenge he just didn’t want to take 
it on and decided to just back out.  I have many friends still in consulting and they too couldn’t believe the excuse 
the previous consultant gave for ending the contract.  However, I’m optimistic that the new consultant will get us to 
the finish line as promise. I will keep everyone updated on where we are in the process as it evolves.

Lastly, I closed the meeting with my commitment to the Region for 2021
• I will provide regular email updates to provide information about the MBCA and National Membership 

programs. 
• These updates will be sent to the section leadership teams and all members of the Eastern Region.
• Quarterly Townhall meetings will be scheduled throughout the year to keep the region updated on what’s 

happening and solicit input from the membership.  
• Please feel free to reach out to me.
• I am always available to assist or answer questions from region members or assist with any concerns or 

problems.  Contact me at mbcadirectoreasternregion@gmail.com

https://www.mbca.org/node/7391020
https://www.mbca.org/node/7391020
mailto:mbcadirectoreasternregion@gmail.com
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 Something we all take for granted when we drive our cars is the steering wheel.  Let’s look 
at the evolution of the Mercedes-Benz steering wheels through the years. 

No steering wheel at all - the first cars 
The first automobile in the world, the patent motor car by Carl Benz of 1886, still managed 
“without,” just like the “steel wheel car” designed by Gottlieb Daimler and Wilhelm Maybach 
in 1889 – neither of them had a steering wheel. They were only equipped with a simple 
steering lever or steering crank because at the time, carriage drivers were used to pulling on 
the right or left rein to direct the 
horses in the desired direction
. 

The first steering wheel debuted in 1894 at the world’s first 
automobile race 
The French engineer Alfred Vacheron is considered the inventor of 
the steering wheel. For the world’s first automobile race – from Paris 
to Rouen in July 1894 – he had installed a steering wheel instead 

of the usual steering lever in his Panhard & Levassor, which 
was powered by a Daimler engine. He achieved his goal – 
better control – because the steering movement of the front 
wheels could be distributed over several turns of the steering 
column from a neutral central position until it stopped. This 
enabled more precise steering and thus higher driving 
speeds. Although the Frenchman placed only 11th, the 
steering wheel prevailed.
 
The Mercedes Simplex with tilted steering column and 
engine function controls 
In 1900, Daimler-Motoren-Gesellschaft also equipped its Phoenix racing 
car with a steering wheel. In this case the steering column was tilted, 
which made it much easier to operate. Nevertheless, every steering 
movement required a great deal of effort. In the Mercedes Simplex 
models introduced in 1902, there were additional levers on the steering 
wheel which had to be used to regulate essential engine functions such 
as ignition timing and air/fuel mixture.  

The 1920s to 40s: a large 
steering wheel with horn 
ring 
While the levers for the manual adjustment of the fuel mixture and ignition 
gradually became superfluous thanks to further development of the engines, 
an additional function from the early days of the car has remained until today: 
the horn. The simplest form of Car-to-X communication began with a bulb horn 
mounted on the steering wheel rim, followed by the klaxon horn button on the 
steering wheel hub. The horn ring on the steering wheel spokes made its debut 
in the 1920s. It was standard until the 1970s and became increasingly more 
delicate. 

 In 1949, the horn ring also took over the function of actuating the turn signals 
or the indicators that were common until the mid-1950s. To turn, it was simply 
turned to the left or right. Then an approximately 20-centimeter-long indicator 

arm swung sideways out of the body and indicated the direction of travel. These direction indicators, which seem bizarre 
from today’s perspective, were replaced by orange-yellow flashing lights which were activated by turning the ring via a 
central control unit.
  

120years of steering wheel 
development at Mercedes-Benz
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The 1950s: the debut of the column gearshift and power steering 
In the 1950s, the steering wheel became even more of a central 
interface between car and driver – as a control center for new comfort 
functions and greater safety. In 1951, Mercedes-Benz introduced a 
gearshift on the steering column in the 300 “Adenauer-Mercedes” (W 
186) and in the 220 (W 187), which was a gain in comfort for driver 
and front passenger. Until the 1970s, the gearshift lever on the steering 
column remained a widespread method of operating the transmission. 
The steering itself, however, was often exhausting, despite the large 
steering ratio and the protruding 
steering wheel diameter. For this 
reason, Mercedes-Benz introduced 
power steering in 1958 in the 300 
sedan. 

The 1960s: reduced risk of injury 
thanks to safety steering wheel 
In 1959, Mercedes-Benz 
revolutionized automotive 
engineering, particularly in terms of 
accident protection, with the “Fintail” 

(W 111). This sedan was the world’s first vehicle to feature an integrated safety 
concept consisting of a stable passenger cell, crumple zones, a new safety 
steering wheel with a large, deformable baffle plate which reduced the risk of 
injury in the event of a collision, and a split steering column which was offset 
to the rear. This made it possible to avoid the so-called lance effect. In earlier 
vehicles with a rigid steering column, serious injuries occurred repeatedly 
because the steering column pushed towards the driver in a frontal impact. To 
further increase safety, Mercedes-Benz introduced a patented safety steering 
system with a telescopic steering column and impact absorber, which became standard on the entire passenger car 
range in 1967.
  
In addition, the first combined lever made its debut in 1959 in the “Fintail” and “Ponton.” Following the motto “two 
for one,” it included the indicator and headlight flasher functions. In 1963, the lever was extended to include the 
windshield wipers and windshield washer system functions. The windshield 
wiper was previously activated with a pull switch on top of the instrument panel. 
 
The 1970s and 1980s: all about safety 
The four-spoke safety steering wheel introduced with the 350 SL Roadster in 
1971 provided even better impact protection thanks to a wide padded plate with 
impact absorber. The spokes served as supports for the rim. In the event of a 
collision, they absorbed the forces and transmitted them in such a way that the 
steering wheel rim could not break. The horn ring had already had its day, and 
the buttons for the horn were moved back to the center of the steering wheel. 

1975: The first cruise control 
In December 1975, the Mercedes-
Benz 450 SEL 6.9 was one of the first 
automobiles to be equipped with a cruise 
control system as standard. The world’s first radar-supported DISTRONIC 
proximity control system, which maintains a constant distance to the vehicle 
in front, had its world premiere in 1998, also in the S-Class (220 series).  
 
1981: The first airbag 
Continuing the pursuit for the best 
possible safety led to another decisive 
change in the steering wheel design 

from 1981 onwards. The reason for this was the introduction of the first 
driver airbag in the S-Class (126 series). Hidden behind the protruding baffle 
plate was a new restraint system, which offered a safety standard never 
before achieved in the event of a collision. In 1992, the driver airbag became 
standard equipment on all Mercedes-Benz passenger car models. The 
passenger airbag followed in 1994. 

1998: The first multifunction steering wheel 
Another technical revolution was embodied by the multifunction steering 
wheel, which was introduced in 1998 together with the COMAND (Cockpit 
Management and Data) system. It was not only the multitude of vehicle 
functions, but also the advance of new devices for information, navigation 
and entertainment that required a rethink of the vehicle operation and its display concept. An important goal in 
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the development of the S-Class 220 model series was to relieve the driver of enough 
work so that he could concentrate on the essentials: the traffic situation and the driving 
experience. With a new, standard multifunction steering wheel, the driver was able to 
control many systems and could call up important information at the touch of a thumb. For 
the first time, the steering wheel was coupled with a car radio, car phone and a display in 
the middle of the instrument cluster on which up to eight main menus appeared. 

2005: The reintroduction of the 
steering wheel gearshift 
2005 saw the debut of the then new 
models of the M-Class and  S-Class 
with redesigned cockpits: the automatic 
selector lever moved from the center 
console to the steering column. The 

new DIRECT SELECT gearshift created space between the driver and 
front passenger and made operation even easier. Additional steering wheel 
gearshift buttons enabled the manual preselection of the seven gears; the 
performance of the six- and eight-cylinder engines could now be optimally 
exploited in every driving situation. From 2008, the SL Roadster was 
available with the 7G-TRONIC sports transmission with steering wheel 
gearshift paddles.  

From a polygonal to a geometric, round shape 
with flowing spokes 

With the new functions, more and more cables, 
circuit boards and sensors found their way into 
the steering wheel. To accommodate them and 

the airbag, the steering wheels were 
rather bulky in the 2000s. In the course of 
time the design became more and more 
refined. From the initial polygonal shapes, 
geometric forms with a circle in the middle 
and flowing spoke shapes developed. 

2016: First touch-sensitive Touch Control buttons in the E-Class 
The 2016 E-Class was the first car in the world to feature Touch 
Control buttons on the steering wheel. They allow the entire 
infotainment system to be controlled by finger swiping – without 
having to take your hands off the steering wheel. Like the surface of 
a smartphone, the buttons are touch-sensitive and therefore react 
to horizontal and vertical swiping movements of a finger. This allows 
the driver to control all the infotainment system’s functions simply, 
logically and intuitively. Pressing the touch control buttons triggers 
the function selected with swiping gestures. A further four buttons per 
switch panel are assigned familiar functions such as volume control 
and telephone control. 

2020: the capacitive steering wheel in the new E-Class 
The new generation of steering wheels with capacitive hands-
off detection is now also being launched in the E-Class. 
A two-zone sensor mat is located in the steering wheel 
rim. “The sensors on the front and back of the rim register 
whether the steering wheel is being held. No more steering 
movement is required to signal the assistance systems that 
the vehicle is under control,” explains Marcus Fiege. The 
Touch Control buttons integrated into the steering wheel 
spokes now also function capacitively symbols. 

Perfect proportions 
“It is the most beautiful steering wheel we have ever built,” 
says Hans-Peter Wunderlich. “The proportions of the airbag, 
spokes and rim are absolutely harmonious. The airbag is not 
concealed but staged as a flattering sphere.” The steering 
wheel thus stages high-tech and, at the same time, evokes 
emotion – in keeping with the design philosophy of Sensual 
Purity, which expresses the contrast of intelligence and 



-11-

Fe
at

ur
es

emotion. 

The size of the steering wheel has remained the same compared to the 
previous generation. Mercedes-Benz has developed fixed sizes for steering 
wheels. Its geometric design is a science in itself that cannot be found in any 
textbook. The wreath must fit snugly in the hand. If it is a millimeter too much, 
it feels unpleasantly bulging. If it’s a millimeter too little, it feels like it’s starved. 
And that impression then clouds the overall feel of the car.” 

In the summer of 2020 (by late 2020 in the U.S. market), the redesigned 
E-Class will launch a new, comprehensively digitalized generation of steering 
wheel from Mercedes-Benz: the capacitive steering wheel. Its rim contains a 
two-zone sensor mat that detects whether the driver’s hands are gripping the 
steering wheel. The touch control buttons placed in the spokes also work with 
digital signals. 

“Steering wheel design 
is a world of its own and a very special challenge that is often 
underestimated,” says Hans-Peter Wunderlich, Creative Director 
Interior Design at Mercedes-Benz, who has been designing steering 
wheels for around 20 years. “Besides the seat, the steering wheel is the 
only component in the vehicle with which we have intensive physical 
contact. The fingertips feel little things that we normally don’t notice. If 
an unevenness is disturbing or the steering wheel does not fit snugly in 
our hands, we don’t like it. This touch sensation is sent to the brain as 
feedback and determines whether or not we like the car.” The emotional 
connection to our cars is the steering wheel.

Shop online 

BUD’S...

PARTS • SERVICE • RESTORATION

BudsBenz.com
800.942.8444

7773 W. Strickland St.
Douglasville, GA  30134

Mon-Fri  8am-5pm est

ORDER FROM OUR 
NEW ONLINE CATALOGS!

CAN DO IT ALL

https://www.budsbenz.com/
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Member Spotlight - Brett Butler 
By Steve Chapman

Brett Butler is a man who is 
exploring his passion for Mercedes-
Benz cars, and AMG specifically at 
a very rapid pace!  You may have 
seen Brett featured in one of the 
YouTube videos on the “PeachTube” 
– MBCA Peachtree Section’s own 
YouTube channel.  He’s comfortable 
whether at a concours d’Elegance 
or moving through the cones at an 
autocross.  He has been bitten by 
“the bug”!  

What I mean is in the short time 
Brett has been an MBCA member 
(he joined in 2017), he and his 
wife, Kathie, have accelerated their 
involvement and enjoyment in the 
Peachtree Section.  Brett purchased 
his first Mercedes-Benz about five 
years ago (a C250 sedan), but soon 
realized he was needing some 
additional room.  The hunt started 
for an E-Class with a bit of oomph, 
and soon had traded the C250 for 

a super-sedan:  A 2010 E63 AMG sedan.  This car is powered by a normally aspirated 6.2L V8 engine, hand 
assembled by one engine builder in Affalterbach, Germany.  

While the E63 still has a home in Brett’s garage, there’s been a new addition to the stable, an SL63 AMG, 
powered by the same incredible motor as his E63.  Both cars have beautiful white exteriors (the SL is white 
pearl) with beige interiors.  Also, the SL63 has the rare Performance Package option (P 030 option code) which 
includes 19-inch AMG twin five-spoke 
forged wheels, an AMG performance 
steering wheel, limited slip differential, 
compound brakes, and a top speed of 
186 mph (electronically limited.)

After just a few events, Brett’s 
enthusiasm has grown significantly.  He 
is participating in mountain drives and 
now owns his own helmet to exercise 
his AMG in autocross events.  He has 
not only learned how to handle his car 
more safely; Brett can explore higher 
performance capabilities in a safe and 
controlled environment on track.  Look 
for Brett and Kathie at a future Peachtree 
Section event!

Brett on the Autocross course



7200 Roswell Road + 7640 Roswell Road     |     770-390-0700     |     www.RBMofAtlanta.com        

RBM of Atlanta - Atlanta’s Mercedes-Benz Connection since 1964!

Thank you to our loyal customers and employees.  This award and 
distinction is all because of you.  We are extremely grateful.

Take 10% off your next repair or
parts  and accessories purchase

at RBM of Atlanta - Sandy Springs
Excludes specials, tires, and certain menu items.
Offer good thru 12/31/2020 on one service visit per member.  Discount 
available to Club Members only  & you must show Club ID at time of use.

https://www.rbmofatlanta.com/
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Garage
Gary’s M104 Head Gasket 

Replacement
Gary Edwards : Technical 
Director
The dual overhead cam, four valve per 
cylinder six-cylinder M104 engine powers 
a number of early to mid-1990s Mercedes.  
It’s a great, high revving and relatively powerful 
engine (for its day), but all these engines will require a head 
gasket replacement somewhere between 100,000 and 
200,000 miles.  The failure mode is a bit unique; instead of 
leaking coolant into the cylinders, the head gasket shrinks 
and exposes an oil passage on the right rear of the engine, 
leading to an oil leak.  An oil leak has to be pretty big for 
me to want to change a head gasket, but our car eventually 
started leaking coolant externally as well necessitating 
the repair – there is a coolant passage adjacent to the oil 
passage and after I removed it I found a crack in the head 
gasket leading to this coolant passage.

Since there are so many of these engines, there is a 
tremendous amount of information available 
on the internet on this job.  There are also 
some on-demand videos by Kent Bergsma 
(Mercedesource) that detail the disassembly 
and cleaning portions of this job.  I did extensive 
research before I started but I still got some 
surprises – this article is about the surprises – and 
it’s not a how-to guide.  
 
The strategy for the head replacement on these 
engines is to remove the head with the exhaust 
manifolds and the intake manifold attached – 
this is what the factory workshop manual says 
and it’s unique in my experience.  One of the 
challenges, however, is that most of these 
engines are in W124s and 211s; I was working 
on an R129 (SL320) which is rare compared 
to the other configurations.  There are subtle 
differences, and it’s important to note that most 
of the internet forum write-ups are for the other 
chassis.  Kent Bergsma’s videos are for an R129 
(300SL), but since that earlier version has a 
different injection system there are some items not 
directly applicable.  The factory workshop manual 
covers it pretty well, but it sometimes assumes a 
knowledge level that I don’t always have.

My first surprise was in trying to remove the 
radiator fan.  The R129 mounting is different than 
on the other cars and it requires a special wrench 
to hold it for removal.  When I figured this out 
I ordered the wrench for $24 on Amazon, but I 
didn’t want to wait for it – I finally improvised a tool 
by grinding a huge channel lock to fit.

For my version of the engine (1994 SL320 with 
HFM injection), the intake manifold has an upper 
and lower section, and the upper section is 
removed with the head, leaving the lower section 
in place.  It took me a while to figure out what 
stayed and what went so I removed some wiring 
and hoses that I could have left in place.  The 
other part that really made me nervous was the 

bio-degradable wiring harness; 
a 1994 car is prone to having 
the wiring harness insulation 
fall apart when touched and 
head removal requires that 

you lay the wiring harness out 
of the way – the biodegradable 

harness probably won’t survive 
this.  Fortunately, mine must have 

already been changed, as it did just 
fine.

 I unbolted the exhaust manifolds from the downpipes, 
but I could not break them loose, so I ended up removing 
the manifolds from the head.  The lack of access to the 
many lower bolts reinforces why the exhaust manifolds are 
normally removed with the head.  I was finally able to get the 
manifolds off the downpipes after the head was off.  There 
were two hoses on the intake manifold (one coolant, one 
vacuum) that I was unable to remove with the head in place.  
Note too that the aged vacuum hoses were rock-hard and 
should be replaced when the head is removed – especially 
since one in particular is nearly impossible to replace (there 
are two vacuum hoses on the bottom of the intake manifold 
that should be replaced).  

The size and weight of the head/intake/exhaust assembly 
makes it imperative to use an engine lift to pick it all up.  
There is a lifting bracket on the rear of the head, but the 
one on the front of the timing cover gets removed when 
the timing cover is removed, leaving you short one lifting 
bracket.  I used the front bracket by bolting it to the front of 
the head with a number of washers to space it out to avoid 
touching the cam sprocket.  Using an engine lift allows you 
to hoist the assembly up a couple of inches to remove the 
vacuum and coolant hoses I mentioned above.  The size 
of this assembly also makes it hard to see that you have 
the alignment correct upon reassembly – there are two 
alignment dowels that are pretty much invisible and I just 
couldn’t get the head to sit down on them.  I finally got it 
aligned correctly by shining a flashlight down the head bolt 
holes and lining them up.  I then seated it by tapping the 
head with a plastic hammer cushioned by a block of wood.

The head bolts on this engine stretch with use and there is 
a length criterion for reuse – too long is bad.  Mine were fine 
for reuse though I replaced them anyway.  It’s important to 
be very careful when cleaning the head – there are lots of 
openings and you don’t want debris in any of them – plug 
them when cleaning and ensure you get the plugs out before 
reassembly.  Also the head is aluminum – be very careful not 
to scratch it – plastic scouring pads are a good choice.  The 
block is iron, so it’s harder to scratch but it still has lots of 
openings that need to be protected. 

The chain tensioner is a unique ratcheting design; once 
it extends it cannot be retracted without removal and 
disassembly.  As soon as you remove the chain guide at the 
top of the front cover between the cams, you are committed 
to removing and resetting the chain tensioner.  It also doesn’t 
make sense to replace it until that chain guide is back 
in place either (I had already installed it and got another 
chance to practice removal, disassembly and replacement).  
Assembly requires overcoming spring force; I had a lot of 
trouble with this until I found a position where I could use two 
hands to compress it – I stood on a stool at the right side of 
the car with my body aligned with the axis of the tensioner 
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and pushed on it with a socket and ratchet, so I could tighten it against 
spring pressure.  You also have to make sure the piston is fully seated 
in the tensioner bore or you’ll never get it installed. If the piston falls out 
after you push it in, it’s not fully seated – push harder or gently tap with 
a light hammer.  If you do not reset the tensioner, you will end up with 
the timing chain way too tight.  

It is also important to keep tension on the timing chain at all times; as 
soon as you pull it off the cam sprockets you need to be able to tie it up 
(I used several bungee cords).  I removed the exhaust cam sprocket 
to allow enough play to remove the timing chain from the cams, but I 
missed the service manual comment to replace the bolts holding it on, 
so I didn’t have new bolts standing by when I reassembled.   

The front timing cover is a bit of a challenge to reinstall.  There is 
no gasket between the timing cover and the front of the head, so a 
sealant is required.  I used DREIBOND here, though Locktite 574 
would be fine too.  There is a seal on the bottom surface, and it 
butts directly into the front of the head gasket – a different sealant is 
required here.  There is a lot of discussion on the internet about what 
to use  – Mercedes sells a specific sealant, I used one of the Locktite 
products.  This is a common source for oil leaks on the front of these 
engines, as the head gasket shrinks with age and pulls away from the 
timing cover lower seal.  This oil leak can be fixed without removing 
the head, however.  It is a bit of a challenge to reinstall the front timing 
cover without rolling the lower seal; I had to do it twice to get it right – 
you must check that this seal is in place properly after installing the timing cover.

When I put this all together and test drove the car, I had an oil leak on the back of the head. I found one of the cam cover’s 
half-moon seals was leaking; I replaced the cam cover seal with an original Mercedes part and sealed the half-
moons with Hylomar, which fixed the leak.  The more work I do the more I find myself using original Mercedes parts, 
and it’s especially important to use an original Mercedes head gasket for this job.  

Working intermittently, it took me a month to complete this job.  There were many places where I had to stop and 
order parts.  Basically, if I removed a coolant line, I replaced it, if I had to remove a vacuum line I replaced it, and I 
had to also replace a run of hard vacuum line that had become brittle and broke. I did successfully stop the coolant 
and oil leaks and I learned a lot about working on these engines. 

http://www.permafinish.com/
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Events Schedule
Event Planners Workshop - January 11, 2020

Holiday Luncheon - December 5, 2020
December

First Sunday of Each Month - Caffeine and Octane 
(Peachtree)
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At Petite Violette

Event Planner: Ernie Smallman and Patricia Duer
December 5, 2020 at 1130 AM

Petite Violette has opened on a limited basis with social distancing. The capacity of our private room is reduced 
to forty-five as Petite Violette is following the CDC requirements for social distancing based on groups of two to 
four persons seated together. The restaurant is known for theme menus, with summer and early fall offerings of 
Mediterranean, Cajun Creole, and Wild Game dinners. Dinner with a Diva specials with the Atlanta Opera have been 
reduced to a recent sold out successful Zoom performance of Three Tenors accompanied by a special carryout 
dinner.  Additional information is available where Petite Violette was featured on a rerun of a 2018 Peachtree TV 
presentation of Atlanta Eats available on You Tube at https://youtu.be/a6oMzFa  

Petite features an Olive Oil and Vinegar Boutique that has a collection of thirty custom blended ultra-fresh, flavored, 
and infused olive oils and vinegars for take home sale. Pre COVID19 the olive oils and vinegars could be sampled 
on site. The most popular of late are Garlic, Tuscan Herb, and Black Truffle olive oils with unique Georgia vinegar 
options such as Peach and Pecan.  Many of these unique oils and vinegars are imported.    
Co-owner Anthony Gropp has been the Head Chef since 1992, and as a youngster worked in the restaurant with his 
father Wolfgang since 1974. Anthony did leave Atlanta temporary to train for several years and apprentice at Lake 
Louise Inn in Canada and in London at the Savoy Hotel with Aguste Escoffier, who is known as the father of modern 
French cooking. 

The annual awards of Peachtree Section will follow a short performance by Claudio Pestsna, who most recently sang 
the part of Merlin the Magician in Camelot with the Atlanta Lyric Theater.  

Peachtree Section Holiday Luncheon

https://www.mercedesofbuckhead.com/
 https://youtu.be/a6oMzFa
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Our menu will be:

Salad de Noel: Mixed greens topped with walnuts, cranberries, grape tomatoes, feta cheese and garlic herb croutons 
served with house French vinaigrette.

Entrée choice of either:

Boeuf Bourguignon: Slow roasted short rib topped with button mushrooms, pearl onions, and carrots with a 
Burgundy sauce.   
Mediterranean Sea Bass: Pan seared topped with sautéed spinach, tomato and garlic, served over pommes puree 
with a beurre blanc sauce.

Dessert: Strawberries Romanoff: Vanilla Bean Ice Cream with fresh strawberries, port wine sauce topped with 
whipped cream   

Coffee and Iced Tea: Petite Violette has a full service bar for members who prefer a stronger libation. 

During desert, after the section awards, attendees will be treated to a medley of songs from the musical Camelot, 
performed by Claudio Pestana Aquiar. Claudio recently played the part of Merlin in the Atlanta Lyric production of 
Camelot.  

Mark your calendar for a taste of holiday cuisine at one of the oldest and most successful restaurants in the Atlanta 
Brookhaven area-Petite Violette.  

Cost is $38.50 per attendee. Registration ends the evening of Monday November 30, 2020.  
The address is 2948 Clairmont Road, just off I-85 at the Clairmont Road exit.

Register online at msreg.com/2020-Holiday-Lunch

http://msreg.com/2020-Holiday-Lunch  
http://www.germancarrepair.com


http://www.revolutionbenz.com
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We’ve been busy!  If we wrote up all these events separately, we wouldn’t have room in the newsletter, so I’ll try to 
summarize in one brief article.  Since the last issue we’ve had a Karting Event at Lanier Raceplex on August 1st, an Urban 
Survival Course on August 8th, the Mountain Drives August 15th and  October 3rd (covered in their own articles), a George 
Murphy Tech Session on Recovering a Barn Find on August 22nd, an R107/R129 Gathering on September 12th, our 
Concours (covered in its own article) on  September 19th, Joint rally with Carolina Section September 26th and four PCA 
autocrosses.

Karting Event

Urban Survival

VTC Event Recovering a Barn Find

Events Roundup – Karting, Urban Survival Training, Recovering a Barn 
Find VTC, R107/R129 Gathering, Rally Around Aiken, PCA Autocrosses

By Vice President Gary Edwards

We had 22 folks for our Karting Event at Lanier 
Raceplex on August 1st, all had a great time, 
and each participant learned a bit about driving.  
The facility was perfect; we met beforehand in 
their hospitality suite for an orientation, had four 
sessions on the track, then returned to the suite 
for a pizza lunch.  We’ll do this again!

Our Urban Survival Course at Atlanta Motorsports Park on 
8 August had 16 participants.  Drivers learned what ABS 
braking feels like, explored their car’s handling limits on an 
autocross and in an emergency lane change maneuver and 
then spent plenty of time countering skids on the wet skid 
pad and ice hill.  Not only was it a lot of fun, but the learning 
experience was priceless.  

On August 23rd, we had a Video teleconference (VTC) Tech Session with National Technical Advisor George 
Murphy on “Recovering a Barn Find”.  We had 77 attendees from all over the United States and Canada.  George 
covered the topic then answered wide ranging questions on anything technical.  It was a great session, and the 
recording is posted on our YouTube channel, MBCA PeachTube. Subscribe to our Peach Tube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3V_FvbPxLgHQhDqb0h7cYw/videos 
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Eight R129 and 6 R107 SL’s journeyed to Lincolnton 
for a Gathering at the Lincoln County Historical Park on 
September 12th.  In addition to comparing and admiring 
cars, we had a brief technical discussion in the afternoon; 
event planner and new Board Member Dean Prince 
demonstrated manual top operation and oriented the 
group on hydraulic cylinder replacement, and I did a 
quick show and tell of 107 and 129 parts and lessons 
learned from them.  We also recorded short videos on 
concours judging these cars. 

R107/R129 Gathering

Joint Rally With Carolina Section

PCA Autocrosses

On September 26th, several of us journeyed to Aiken for our Joint Rally Event with Carolina Section.  
This rally featured straightforward route following and 100 challenging questions that had to be 
answered on the route.  The rally was followed by a great lunch at the historic Willcox, one of the 
best hotels in the South.  None of the Peachtree contingent won any awards, but it was well worth 
the trip!

We also started autocrossing – our friends at the Porsche Club of America (PCA) have an autocross 
series that an increasing number of us are participating in. We are averaging 6 to 8 Mercedes at 
each event - the drivers are having a great time and they’re learning more about car control at the 
limits of adhesion.  If you haven’t tried this, you’ll need to put this on your schedule for 2021 and join 
our Performance Driving Team.

All-in-all, a year that started 
with us cancelling events 
left and right gave us a very 
busy August through October, 
and we’re not done yet! We 
have our Holiday Luncheon 
on December 5th (see article 
in this newsletter) and by 
the time you see this, we will 
have had our Event Planning 
conference for 2021.   If you 
haven’t come to one of our 
events, you really need to 
attend – enjoy the cars and 
enjoy the people – we’d love 
to see you soon.



Open to MBCA Members only. Must be 18 years of age or older. No limit on the number of tickets one member may purchase. 
Winner will receive $150,000 less 24% tax-withholdings.  The prize winner may shop for a Pagoda of their choice with the help 
of Ed Owen, President of European Auto Solutions of Waltham, MA. If fewer than 6,000 tickets are sold, the prize winner will receive 
one-half (50%) of the gross raffle ticket sales paid directly to the winner. If the winner is a Michigan resident there will be an additional 
withholding of 4.25%. Vehicles featured in this ad are representative only. Odds of winning depend on the total number of 
tickets sold. Must be a current Member of MBCA at the time of purchase and day of the prize drawing. Members may attend the 
drawing (not required to enter or win). 100% of net raffle proceeds shall be devoted exclusively to the lawful purpose of MBCA 
International Stars Section. Raffle License Number: R59116.

•  For more information and to purchase
 tickets, visit raffle.mbca.org, call the NBO 
 at 800-637-2360 or check your mailbox
	 for	an	official	mail-in	order	form.

MBCA’s 2020 Fall Raffle

Details & Dates
• Prize: Classic Pagoda
• Tickets are $50 (US) each
• Last day to purchase tickets is   
 December 3, 2020
• Drawing is December 10, 2020

Images in contest promotional materials does 
not entirely represent actual prize being won. 
Design Credit: Greg GreesonDesign Credit: Greg Greeson

facebook.com/MercedesBenzClubofAmerica
instagram.com/mercedesbenzclubamerica

ENTER FOR A
CHANCE TO WIN!

Pagoda
of winner’s choice

$150,000
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by: Diana Quinn and Doug Geganto, Concours Chairs 

On Saturday, September 19, 2020 the Peachtree section held its Concours d’Elegance at the Lanier Raceplex, 
Braselton GA.  

2020 has been a year of many challenges, and this Concours was among many of the challenges of the year.   
Originally this event was be held at the Gainsville Square, however two weeks before the event we were told that the 
square and any city property could not be used for any group gatherings.   At the last minute the Lanier Raceplex was 
contacted and they were able to provide a beautiful grassy field where we could place the cars along with a hospitality 
suite.   Days before the event remnants of hurricane Sally came roaring through Georgia dumping inches of rain.  
Fortunately, the rains stopped by Friday and Saturday turned out to be cool overcast day, perfect for a Concours! 

For our 2020 Concours, the SL class was featured.  We had a beautiful line up SL, with eight Early Modern SL’s (Year 
2000 and earlier) and six Late Modern SL’s.   We had six Concours Cars, three Silver Star cars that all passed for 
certification, and three Late Modern cars for a total 26 cars.   Member Conrad Mielcuszny graced us with his 2012 SLS 
AMG Gullwing.   What a beauty! 

A few of our members came as spectators to enjoy the display of cars.  Sponsors from PermaFinish, My Mercedes 
Bimmer Place, and Mercedes-Benz of Athens were on hand and available to answer questions about their services to 
keep your Mercedes-Benz in top condition.  
  
Eric Gilmer presided over the judging of the cars.   Many thanks goes out to our MBCA Certified judges and 
scribes for completing the judging.   

Class Winners from the Peachtree Section Concours d’Elegance:

CONCOURS 2020 WINNERS
    Car Owner  Year  Model
       
BEST OF SHOW Francois, Roy  1991 560SEC

PEOPLE'S CHOICE Jones, Wayne  1971 300SEL 3.5

CONCOURS CLASS 
 1st Place Francois, Roy  1991 420SEL
 2nd Place Mc Kissick, Roger 1967 250 SEC Coupe
 3rd Place Quinn, Diana  1995 E320 Cabrio
         
STREET SL LATE MODERN        
 1st Place Thomas, Sandy  2002 SL55 AMG
 2nd Place Cohen, David  2009 SL63 AMG
 3rd Place Habachy, Joseph 2002 SL600 Silver Arrow
         
         
STREET SL EARLY MODERN        
 1st Place Kamber, Sam  2000 SL500
 2nd Place Leigh, Michael  1986 500SL AMG
 3rd Place Ruscitti, Michael  1993 300SL
         
STREET LATE MODERN        
 1st Place Chapman, Steve 2002 CLK55 AMG
 2nd Place Gogolin, Otto  2005 Maybach 57
 3rd Place Geganto, Douglas 2017 E400 Cabriolet

All in all, it was a great day.  Congratulations to all of the Winners! Keep your eyes open for our plans for 
2021 in upcoming Stars in Georgia newsletters.   

2020 Peachtree Concours d’Elegance 
at Lanier Raceplex
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Please Suppport Our Sponsers
Revolution MB
Bud’s Benz
Butler Tire
Mercedes-Benz of Buckhead
Hagerty
My Mercedes and Bimmer Place

PermaFinish
Germain Car Repair
RBM of Sandy Springs
Sports and Imports
Mercedes-Benz of Athens

BEST OF SHOW Francois 
Roy 1991 560SEC

BEST OF SHOW Roy Francois  1991 560SEC

PEOPLE'S CHOICE  Wayne Jones 1971 300SEL 3.5

http://www.mbofathens.com
http://www.revolutionbenz.com
https://www.budsbenz.com/
https://www.butlertire.com/
https://www.mercedesofbuckhead.com/
http://www.hagerty.com
http://www.mymercedesplace.com/
http://www.permafinish.com/
http://www.germancarrepair.com
https://www.rbmofalpharetta.com/
https://www.rbmofatlanta.com/
http://www.sportsandimportscollisions.com/default.aspx
http://www.mbofathens.com


-26-

Th
e 

Ru
nd

ow
n

CONCOURS CLASS 
 1st Place  Roy Francois  1991 420SEL

STREET SL LATE MODERN        
 1st Place:  Sandy Thomas  2002, SL55 AMG

STREET SL EARLY MODERN        
 1st Place:  Sam Kamber  2000, SL500
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TECHNICIANS 
YOU CAN TRUST,

AT A PRICE THAT 
WON'T BREAK 

THE BANK
@mymercedesplace.com

www.mymercedesplace.com

4345 GA Hwy 400
Cumming, GA 30028

770-205-4011

Why go 
anywhere 

else?

Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Smart Car and Mini Cooper repair shop.

STREET LATE MODERN        
 1st Place: Steve Chapman 2002, CLK55 AMG

http://www.mymercedesplace.com/
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TERMS OF PARTICIPATION

This agreement pertains to driving events of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc (MBCA) in which 
I desire to participate, whether as a driver, passenger, 
official, volunteer or to attend as a spectator or visitor. 
In consideration for permitting me to participate in or 
observe driving events, which may consist of time trials, 
autocross, acceleration runs, defensive driving, road 
rally and/or tours or to attend the event as a spectator or 
visitor, I knowingly and voluntarily agree as follows:
I CERTIFY, UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that if I am 
driving, a passenger or otherwise participating in the 
events:
The vehicle I am driving or in which I am a passenger 
in the events is insured with at least $100,000.00 per 
person bodily injury and property damage insurance that 
will be in effect for the entire duration of the events
Any participant violating the competition and event rules 
may be expelled from the event and forfeit all competition 
privileges.
I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that excessive 
consumption of alcohol or possession or consumption of 
illegal drugs is strictly prohibited.
I HEREBY GRANT TO MBCA and the event organizer 
the irrevocable and unrestricted right to use and publish 
photographs and video images of me, or in which I may 
appear, for editorial, trade, advertising and any other 
bona fide purposes, in any manner and medium. I hereby 
release MBCA, the event organizer, the photographer 
and videographer from all claims and liability relating 
thereto.
MBCA cannot be held liable for cancellation, delays or 
other lack of performance with respect to the event under 
any “force majeure“ circumstances (including, but not 
limited to, wars, riots, insurrection, terrorism, acts of god, 
strikes or labor stoppages).
I authorize and consent to treatment, hospitalization 
and other care rendered to me in the event of my 
illness, injury or other emergent circumstances that 
may occur while participating in the event and assume 
full responsibility to pay for all costs and expenses for 
any such treatment, hospitalization and care (therefore 
agreeing to hold harmless and indemnify MBCA and the 
event organizers therefore).

HAVING READ THIS TERMS OF PARTICIPATION 
AGREEMENT, I HEREBY BIND MYSELF AND 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, HEIRS AND NEXT 
OF KIN BY THIS AGREEMENT.

Do you have an associate member that would like to
receive notices from the section as well as their own
copy of our newsletter? If so, please update your
email information in our database at the national office
by calling 1-800-637-2360 and adding your associate
member’s email contact information.
We’ll begin sending the newsletter and event notices to
the your associate member.

 Peachtree Section, 
 MBCA Officers
 and Board of Directors
 and Leadership Support Members

Stars in Georgia is the newsletter of the Peachtree 
Section, Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc.
Officers
Steve Chapman
 president@mbcapeachtree.com
Gary Edwards
 vicepresident@mbcapeachtree.com
Rusty Duncan
 secretary@mbcapeachtree.com
Roger McKissick
 treasurer@mbcapeachtree.com
Joe Martin
 exofficio@mbcapeachtree.com
Directors
Dean Prince
Eric Gilmer
Rubin Howard
 directors@mbcapeachtree.com
Jim Fekete
Reijo Haarla
 directorsatlarge@mbcapeachtree.com
Past Presidents 
Joe Martin
Roger McKissick
Diana Quinn
Ernie Smallman
 pastpresidents@mbcapeachtree.com
Committees
Rubin Howard
 membership@mbcapeachtree.com
Doug Geganto
 newsletter@mbcapeachtree.com
Rubin Howard
 socialmedia@mbcapeachtree.com
Roger McKissick
 sponsor@mbcapeachtree.com
Gary Edwards
 technical@mbcapeachtree.com
Diana Quinn
 webmaster@mbcapeachtree.com
Events
Rusty Duncan
Rubin Howard
 drives@mbcapeachtree.com
Gary Edwards
 events@mbcapeachtree.com
Gary Edwards
Rubin Howard
 performancedriving@mbcapeachtree.com
Jim Fekete
 rally@mbcapeachtree.com
NOTE: For information or questions about the Peachtree 
Section, please contact us at 770-376-0669

Eastern Regional Director:
Doug Geganto 
 mbcadirectoreasternregion@gmail.com

mailto:president@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:vicepresident@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:secretary@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:treasurer@mbcapeachtree.com 
mailto:exofficio@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:directors@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:directorsatlarge@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:pastpresidents@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:membership@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:newsletter@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:socialmedia@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:sponsor@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:technical@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:webmaster@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:drives@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:events@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:performancedriving@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:rally@mbcapeachtree.com
mailto:mbcadirectoreasternregion@gmail.com
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PEACHTREE SECTION HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 
Petite Violette
Saturday December 5, 2020

Name of Attendee(s)_________________________________________________

                                  _________________________________________________

Guests:                      _________________________________________________

Address:                    __________________________________________________

Phone #: ___________________   e-mail:_________________________________

Total: $38.50 per attendee: $__________   Member #_______________________

Is this your first Peachtree Section event? ______ 

Entrée Selections:

Boeuf Bourguignon______________________          
                                
Mediterranean Sea Bass__________________

Please respond by November 30, 2020. 

Make check payable to Peachtree Section, MBCA: mail with Peach Page reservation form to Ernest Smallman, III, 
107 Pebblebrooke Run, Canton, GA 30115.    
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Name badges are available from the MBCA Club Store in three 
types of backing (magnetic, safety pin, or tie tack) and can be 
ordered in blue, silver or gold. Costs range from $11.00 for two 
lines to $12.00 for three lines (25 characters maximum p/line),  
and includes mailing costs. You may order by completing & mailing 
this order sheet (see address below), or you may order through 
the MBCA website by going to www.mbca.org and choose Club 
Store from the main menu, choose Membership and Office Items 
/ Section Events from the next window, scroll down to the desired 
name badge and make your selection.
  
Please send ______ name badge(s).

Specify type of backing:  ______ Magnetic     ______ Safety Pin     

_____Tie Tack

Specify color:  ____ Blue   ____ Silver   ____ Gold

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

NAME: __________________________________________________
    Peachtree Section, MBCA

Please mail to: 

Name: ___________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________

MBCA NAME BADGES

Enclose appropriate dollar amount and mail with this 
application to:

MBCA
1907 Lelarary Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909

MBCA Membership Application
Please print clearly

________________________________________________________
Full name

________________________________________________________
Associate member (spouse or dependent)

________________________________________________________
Address

________________________________________________________
City State Zip

( _______ )  _________________  ( _______)  _________________
Home phone Business phone

________________________________________________________
E-Mail address

________________________________________________________
Occupation

________________________________________________________
Mercedes-Benz cars now owned (model/year, list additional cars else-
where)

 New Member or  L Renewing Member (check one)

If renewing, member number: ________________________________

Interests: please check
 driving events  car shows  social events
 car care  technical  The Star

Enroll me as a member for (check one):
U.S.:
 1 year ($55)  2 years ($107)  3 years ($157)
Make check payable to MBCA (U.S. funds only); Visa or
Mastercard also accepted.

International (including Canada):
 1 year ($65)  2 years ($127)  3 years ($187)
Canadians and overseas: Visa, Mastercard, American Ex-
press,  Discover,  in ternat ional  money orders,  or  checks  
payable in U.S. funds.

 Auto Renew 
Applicant’s signature Date

________________________________________________________
Applicant’s section preference (see list in magazine)

________________________________________________________
Sponsor’s signature and member number (optional)

Membership dues include six issues of The Star magazine
yearly. If using a credit card, please complete the following:

 Visa  Mastercard  Am. Express  Discover

__________________________________________________   _______________
Account number Expiration Date

www.mbca.org or 800-637-2360
MBCA, 1907 Lelaray St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872
719/633-6427, Monday-Friday, 8 AM to 5 PM Mountain Time
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MBCA - Peachtree Section
3211 Black Gum Lane
Gainesville GA 30504

http://www.sportsandimportscollisions.com/default.aspx
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